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Synopsis

Many people can handle throwing a party for 8 or 10 people, but how many can successfully
negotiate the trials of entertaining 25 or 507 Do It for Less! Parties has all the tools you need to plan
efficiently and entertain flawlessly when cooking for a crowd. Packed with quantity recipes for 12,
25, 50, or 75 friends and family, this combination party cookbook, decorating guide, and entertaining
primer shows todaya ™s savvy hostess how to do it for less time and do it for less money without
sacrificing oned ™s sanity or style. The first half of the book focuses on the logistics of quantity
cooking. Itd ™s brimming with estimating guides, catering resources, and conversion charts that are
useful for the professional caterer and home entertainer alike. The second half provides nine
complete menus with 65 twice-tested, quantity recipes. All the menus include complete shopping
lists in each quantity, a menu countdown, decoration ideas, and specific tips for shaving costs, time,

and stress from your preparation schedule.
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Customer Reviews

by Judy Bart Kancigor, author of Cooking Jewish: 532 Great Recipes from the Rabinowitz
Familyfrom The Orange County RegisterJanuary 25, 2007 | am not a football fan. My idea of a
super bowl is my mother’s Val St. Lambert. But | do love a party, so if my centerpiece has to be the
TV, hey, think of what I'm saving on flowers! My Superbow! guest list is growing each day, and I'm
getting nervous. Just how much food do | need for a crowd? And then there’s the expense. Not to

worry. With Denise Vivaldo’s cookbook and catering guide "Do It For Less! Parties" | know | can



throw a bash that won't stress me out and won'’t break the bank. "People are not used to cooking in
quantities," said Vivaldo, a classically trained chef and caterer, whose company, Food Fanatics,
specializes in recipe development, consulting, and food styling for print, film and television. "It freaks
them out to see how much food they’ve got. Is it enough? It is too much?" This book eliminates the
guesswork with recipes given in chart form for 12, 25, 50 or 75 guests. "Remember, the more things
you have on the menu, the smaller the portions you need to serve," Vivaldo advised. But how much
will this party cost, | wonder. "When people entertain, they spend a lot of money instead of keeping
it simple," Vivaldo noted. "If you’re having a lot of people, you don’t have to offer a complete bar.
Why not make one kind of drink, say Cosmopolitans, and add something non-alcoholic and some

water and you’ve got it.
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